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Dear potential APDO conference speakers 
 
Speaker applications are now open for the APDO Association of Professional Declutterers & Organisers 
9th annual conference, a two-day event held in London, UK. 
 
As the new president I am excited to see how fast the association is growing. We now have approx. 270 
members across the UK and beyond with a huge wealth of background and experience.  The conference 
gives us the opportunity to share as well as further expand our horizons and the services we offer to clients 
making it the must-attend event of the year. 
 
In the UK, the concept of professional organising and decluttering is still relatively new.  It is my mission 
to change that and make it commonplace over the coming years. To achieve this, APDO members need 
to collaborate to make some noise about our wonderful profession.  
 
The conference is an opportunity for APDO members to fully believe in the work they do and the value 
they add to their clients. Anyone who is already in the profession will appreciate that we sometimes have 
to pinch ourselves that there's actually a career path that utilises our natural skills and passion, has huge 
job satisfaction and has revenue opportunity to boot! I'd love to see all our members, new and established, 
convinced of this and ready to show the world their good fortune and abilities!  
 
The conference will revolve around 4 fundamental principles:  Learn – Share – Connect – Promote.   
* Learning new skills and knowledge 
* Sharing experiences and stories 
* Connecting to new business opportunities and the APDO support network 
* Promoting our businesses with confidence and enthusiasm 
 
Our approach is designed to appeal to organisers at all stages of their business journeys.  We have used 
extensive feedback from previous conferences to identify ‘hot’ topics that you will find within this application 
pack.  We are looking for speakers to deliver topics that will stimulate new ideas, build organising and 
business skills, and provoke thought. 
 
We would love to hear from you if you think you can add value to the conference programme. We also 
hold speaker details on file for future events so please don't be disheartened if your application is not 
successful this time.  
 
Good luck! 
 
Katherine Blackler 
President 

 

    ABOUT APDO 

 

APDO was founded in 2004 in response to a growing interest in clutter-free living.  Our founders 
recognised it was difficult for people to know where to find decluttering and organising help, and that 
professionals in the decluttering and organising industry needed their own UK association. 

 

As our network has grown (we currently have around 270 members), and the organising industry develops 
its profile, services and skills, APDO continues to work on behalf of our members to raise awareness, co-
ordinate PR opportunities and provide training, resources and advice. 

 

 



 

 

    WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

 

2019 Theme:  Learn – Share – Connect - Promote 

 

Venue:  Baden Powell House, 65-67 Queen’s Gate, South Kensington, London SW7 5JS.   

              Good transport connections with all major railway stations and Heathrow Airport 

 

Times:  09.00 – 17.00 (both days), followed by social gatherings near the venue 

 

Number of attendees:  Approximately 100 each day 

 

Programme Notes:  The conference will revolve around 4 fundamental principles:  Learn – Share – 
Connect – Promote:  

• learning new skills and knowledge 

• sharing experiences and stories 

• connecting to new business opportunities and the APDO support network 

• Promoting our businesses with confidence and enthusiasm 

 
Our approach is designed to appeal to organisers at all stages of their business journeys.  We have used 
extensive feedback from previous conferences to identify ‘hot’ topics that you will find within this application 
pack.  We are looking for speakers to deliver topics that will stimulate new ideas, build organising and 
business skills, and provoke thought. 

 
INTERESTED IN SPEAKING?   WHAT DO WE OFFER? 
 

• An all-inclusive fee of £500 towards speaker fee for two sessions – a keynote and a workshop.  
Please note:  We do not cover airfares, airport transfers or accommodation. 

• Free attendance to both days of the conference including lunch and refreshments 

• The opportunity to network and promote your business, products and services 

• Table space at the conference expo 

• Promotion via our newsletters, blogs and social media (APDO is active across various social 
media channels) 

• A fantastic two days!   

 

But don’t just take our word for it …here is what some of our speakers said after our 2018 
conference: 

 

 

 

 

“I am blown away by my experience not only as a speaker but also as a delegate”.   

Leslie Josel, keynote speaker 2018 

“Planning, delivering and achieving a successful speaking experience only happens when 
organisation is priority.  Working with the APDO conference team made this happen. 

The whole experience from start to finish was brilliant.  Pre-conference details were timely 
and efficient.  On the day, the atmosphere was welcoming and inspirational.  Post 

conference, the connections made have been positive and progressive.  Thank you Team 
APDO” 

Gail Gibson, session speaker 2018. 
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   KEY DATES (all times are Greenwich Mean Time (GMT)) 

 

30 September 2018 Applications to be submitted by 17.00 GMT 

19 October 2018 Successful speakers will be notified by 17.00 GMT 

25 October 2018 Successful speakers must: 

• Confirm attendance 

• Return signed contract  

• Approve all marketing materials 

by e-mail by 17.00 GMT. 

 
30 November 2018 Expo space confirmed 

Session equipment confirmed 

By e-mail by 17.00 GMT 

28 February 2019 Full presentations and hand-outs must be received by 17.00 GMT 

19 - 20 March 2019 APDO conference 

31 March 2019 Final invoice submitted 

 

 

SPEAKER POINT OF CONTACT 

 
For all enquiries about speaker applications please contact: 

 

Marcella Caricasole at speakers@apdo.co.uk  

 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU READ AND FULLY UNDERSTAND THE APPLICATION TERMS 
AND CONDITIONS PRIOR TO COMPLETING YOUR APPLICATION. 

mailto:speakers@apdo.co.uk


 

APPLICATION TERMS AND CONDITIONS (PLEASE READ CAREFULLY) 

 
By submitting an application to APDO, the following terms and conditions apply: 

 
1. The international speaker fee is £500 all-inclusive.  This includes speaker fees for two sessions, lunch 

and refreshments for both days.  We do not cover airfares, airport transfers or accommodation and 
any social events unless otherwise stated. 

 
2. If you are travelling with a partner they are very welcome to join us at the conference and/or for the 

social events, but they will need to pay their own conference ticket and social event tickets. 
 
3. All International speakers will be submitting for two sessions – a keynote speech and a workshop. 

 

4. Your application will need to include: 

a. Application form - includes a 100-word biography and details of your proposed sessions. 

b. A video under 2MB in size in one of the following formats:  .MOV .MPEG4  .MP4  .AVI  .WMV. 

The video should be no more than 2 minutes long and contain the following information: 

• Your name, name of your business and the country where you are based 

• About your business (e.g. specialist areas, time in business, etc) 

• Your session (s) topic 

• What we will learn in your session(s)  

• Your presenting style 

• A fun fact about yourself 

• What would you most look forward to at the APDO conference 

c. A headshot under 1MB in size 
 

5. Conference marketing:  We try to make the application process as efficient as possible.  The 

specifications above allow us to use these details as part of the conference marketing where possible.  

However, there will be an opportunity to swap in different information if required.  It is the responsibility 

of the successful applicant to ensure all information provided is accurate, the spellings of names are 

correct and ready to publish on the APDO website and social media platforms. 
 
6. Submission Deadline date is 30 September 2018.  We will not accept any applications after this 

date unless there is a requirement to change the programme. 
 

7. Each application will be reviewed by members of the conference committee with a final shortlist going 
to the Board for final programme approval.  All applicants will be notified of the decision by 19 
October 2018. 

 

8. Successful applicants will need to have confirmed attendance, signed all contracts and 

provided relevant marketing materials by 25 October 2018. 
 
 
9. Successful applicants will need to book their own conference ticket to ensure the correct information is 

captured.  A special code will be provided. 
 
10. All session equipment requirements need to be confirmed by 30 November 2018. 

 
11. Successful applicants will receive free space at the conference “expo” to promote any products and 

services.  Details of these requirements need to be confirmed by 30 November 2018. 
 

12. Final presentation and hand-outs need to be received by 28 February 2019. 
 
13. Successful applicants are committed to participate at the time and date specified by the APDO 

conference committee. 
 
14. There will be a photographer and videographer capturing the conference throughout the two days.  

Please make sure you indicate on your application form what arrangements you would like to make 

with regards to this. 
 
15. Speakers are responsible for the layout of their “expo” area along with managing the sale and 

delivery of any products.  We will provide a sign with your name and business name and logo. 
 
 
16. The conference fee will be invoiced by 31 March 2019. 
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APPLICATION DETAILS 

 
Please provide a title and brief outline (maximum 100 words) of up to 3 subjects that you 
would like to speak about at the APDO Conference 2019. 
 
 
You don’t have to do think of three – if you have a one brilliant idea then we are happy to consider 
that.  However, if you are an international speaker please remember to provide us with options for 
a keynote speech and a workshop or breakout session. 
 

What we are looking for:  Dynamic, interactive 1-hour learning sessions.  The conference 
programme will combine keynote and plenary sessions along with workshops, panel discussions 
and breakout sessions.   We may be flexible to accommodate a slightly longer session if this 
brings value to the overall programme. 
 
The topics we are looking to choose from for 2019 are: 
 
Learn - Organising skills 
Organising families 
Organising for the older generation 
Organising people with illnesses and challenges 
Organising case studies 
House moving including senior move management 
Maximising space 
Hoarding – working with authorities 
Virtual organising 
Productivity and organising technology 
Medical or psychological aspects of supporting clients 
 
Share - Collaborations 
Working with contractors and third parties 
Working with authorities 
Working with charities 
 
Connect - Personal 
Personal care and well being  
Lone worker safety 
 
Promote - Business skills 
Marketing planning 
Social media – getting started, building a strategy, incorporating social media platforms with 
MailChimp 
Networking 
 
We won’t be covering all the above topics (that would require more days!) but we want to build a 
programme that will appeal to all delegates wherever they are in their business journey.  We want 
there to be opportunities to learn more organising skills to build their income streams, share their 
experiences, connect with each other and potential collaborators and build their confidence to 
promote their business. 
 



 

Name   

Company name   

Role in company   

No of years in business   

Correspondence 
address  

  

 

 

Tel no   

Mobile no   

Email   

Website   

Blog/publications   

 

 

 

 

Social media links   

Facebook   

LinkedIn   

Instagram   

Twitter   

   

   

   

 
 
 

We film and photograph the conference and may use photos and footage in the future.  
Please select either yes or no: 

I am happy for my sessions to be photographed and filmed during the conference Yes No 

I am happy for photographs where I appear to be used in future APDO marketing 
material 

Yes No 

I am happy for video snippets where I appear to be used in future APDO marketing 
material 

Yes No 

I would like a copy of any video footage taken of my sessions.   
(I understand this will be unedited and may incur a small fee) Yes No 

I would be happy for my session to be viewed after the conference Yes No 

I am happy to share my presentation slides and material with APDO members after 
the conference 

Yes No 
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Biography.  Tell us about yourself in 100 words (maximum)   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Speaking experience.  We would love to know about your previous public speaking 
experience – tell us some of your highlights. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have any links to videos of past public speaking appearances?  If so would you be 
happy to share these for the conference committee to watch? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Option 1: Title 

Session outline: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

What key benefit do you think your session will bring to the delegates? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Session Type    Suitable for  

Keynote/Plenary   All businesses  

Interactive workshop   New businesses  

Other (please explain below)   Established businesses  
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Option 2: Title 

Session outline: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

What key benefit do you think your session will bring to the delegates? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Session Type    Suitable for  

Keynote/Plenary   All businesses  

Interactive workshop   New businesses  

Other (please explain below)   Established businesses  

 

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Option 3: Title 

Session outline: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

What key benefit do you think your session will bring to the delegates? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Session Type    Suitable for  

Keynote/Plenary   All businesses  

Interactive workshop   New businesses  

Other (please explain below)   Established businesses  
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